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Applicability

This policy applies to State of Alaska Department of Labor and Wotkforce Development staff,
Wotkforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), Title 1B Youth Program grant recipients
and Youth program applicants.

Purpose
This policy provides criteria for determining eligibility for applicants in the WIOA Title 1B Youth
program. It also addresses guidelines for coordination, documentation, priotity of service, and

non-discrimination.

Policy

Recipients of WIOA Title 1B Youth funds shall determine program eligibility for out-of- school
youth and in-school youth based on eligibility criteria listed in the definition section of this
policy.

WIOA Title 1B Youth Grant Recipients shall only enroll and serve Eligible Youth and will
determine and coordinate with appropriate referral resources for ineligible applicants; or apply
the 5 percent Youth Eligibility Exception which may be used for in-school youth who are over
income but otherwise meet the eligibly criteria. The Division must approve all participants
served under the 5 percent rule.

WIOA Title 1B Youth Grant Recipients will coordinate services with partner agencies as

appropriate to ensure non-duplication and seamless setvices and adhere to the following:
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1. Observe non-discrimination laws and regulations;

2. Tollow Priority of Service by ensuring every individual found eligible for youth
services has equal consideration for funding, depending on availability of funds.
When WIOA Youth formula funds are limited the Division will implement an
order of selection for career and training services. Priority of service applies to
individuals who are:

e Veterans or a military spouse who are low-income;
o Individuals with disabilities who are low-income;

e DPublic assistance recipients;

e Other low-income individuals; and

e Individuals who atre not self-sufficient; or

e None of the above but have an identified need.

WIOA Title 1B Youth Grant Recipients will collect documentation necessary to support
program eligibility and will maintain that documentation in both the Division’s Individual Case
Management System (ICM) and the participant’s hard case file.

Definitions
a) Basic Skills Deficient means, with respect to an individual:
1. 'Who is a youth, that the individual has English, reading, writing, or computing skills at
ot below the *" grade level on the Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE); or
2. Who is a youth or adult; that the individual is unable to compute or solve problems,
or read, write, or speak English, at a level necessary to function on the job, in the
individuals family, or society.

b) English language learner - is a person who is learning the English language in addition to his or
her native language.

¢) Division refers to the Division of Employment and Training Services within the Alaska
Department of Labor and Workforce Development.

d) Eligible Youth means a youth who meets the definition of an in-school youth or out-of-
school youth and is registered with Selective Service if age 18 or older.

¢) High Poverty Area is a Census tract, a set of contiguous Census tracts, Indian Reservations,
tribal land, or Native Alaskan Village or county that has a poverty rate of at least 30 percent as
set every 5 years using American Community Survey 5-Year data.

) Homeless, a runaway, or in foster care - homeless means an individual who lacks a fixed, regular,
and adequate nighttime residence; or who has a primary nighttime residence that is:
1. A supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living

accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing
for the mentally ill);
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2. An institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be
institutionalized; or

3. A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings.

A runaway youth is an individual under 18 years of age who absents him or herself from home
or place of legal residence without the permission of parents or legal guardian. A youth in
foster care is an individual where there is a court order in existence removing the youth from
the custody of the parent(s) and specifying a managing conservator exists and state or local
government payments are made to the conservator.

g) Individual who requires additional assistance to complete an educational program, ot to secure and hold
employment means any youth who:
1. Lacks the employability skills to become or retain employment; or
2. Lacks access to training opportunities due to geographic challenges; or
3. Requires special accommodations for education or employment due to their
disability, or
4. Has cultural dissonance; or
5. Is defined as a migrant youth; or
6. Is currently attending an educational program; and
a. Has previously dropped out of an educational program; or
b. Has poor attendance patterns in an educational program during the last 12
calendar months; and
c. Has below average grades;
7. Is notattending an educational program; and
a. Has no vocational/employment goal; and
b. Has a poor work history (including no work history), or has been fired froma job
in the last six calendar months;
8. Has completed full high school attendance; and
a. Failed comprehensive high school graduation tests; and
b. Was denied an Alaska high school diploma; and
c.  Requests and requires intensive tutoring and/or remedial education to prepare for
and retake the comprehensive examinations or the GED examination.

h) Individual with a disability means an individual who has a physical or mental impairment that
substantially limits one or more of the major life activities of such individual, has a record of
such impairment; or is regarded as having such impairment as defined in the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990.

7) In-School Youth means an individual who is:
1. attending school (as defined by State law);
2. not younger than age 14 or (unless an individual with a disability who is attending
school under State law) older than age 21;
3. alow-income individual; AND

4. one or more of the following:
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Basic skills deficient.

An English language learner.

An offender.

A homeless individual.

An individual who is pregnant or parenting.

A youth who is an individual with a disability.

An individual who requires additional assistance to complete an educational
program or to secure or hold employment.

) Low-income individual means an individual who:

1. Recetves, or in the past 6 months has received, or is a member of a family that is

receiving or in the past 6 months has received, assistance through the supplemental

nutrition assistance program established under the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7

U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), the program of block grants to States for temporary assistance for
needy families program under part A of title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.

001 et seq.), or the supplemental security income program established under title XVI
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or State or local income-based public

assistance;

2. 1isin a family with total family income that does not exceed the higher of—

a.

b.

The poverty line; or

(70 percent of the Lower Living Standard Income Level (LLSIL)
(http://wdsc.doleta.gov/llsil/).

is a homeless individual (as defined in section 41403(6) of the Violence
Against Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14043e-2(6)), or a homeless child
or youth (as defined under section 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42U.S.C.11434a(2)));

receives or is eligible to receive a free or reduced price lunch under the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.);

is a foster child on behalf of whom State or local government

payments are made; or

is an individual with a disability whose own income meets the
income requirement of clause (i), but who is a member of a family
whose income does not meet this requirement.

3. Special Rule — for the purpose of determining eligibility, the term “low-

income”, used with respect to an individual, also includes a youth living in

a high poverty area.

k) Military Spouse is an individual who is married to an active duty service member including

National Guard or Reserve personnel on active duty. The surviving spouse of an active duty

service member who lost his/her life while on active duty service is considered a military spouse.
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1) Offender means any adult or juvenile:
1. Who is or has been subject to any stage of the criminal justice process; and
2. To whom services under this Act may be beneficial; or
3. Who requires assistance in overcoming artificial barriers to employment resulting from a
record of arrest or conviction

m) Out-of-School Youth means an individual who is:
1. not attending any school;
2. not younger than age 16 or older than age 24; and
3. one or more of the following:

a. A school dropout.

b. A youth who is within the age of compulsory school attendance, but has not
attended school for at least the most recent complete school year calendar
quartet.

c. A recipient of a secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent who is a

low-income individual and is -
i. basic skills deficient; or
i. an English language learner.
An individual who is subject to the juvenile or adult justice system.
A homeless individual.
An individual who is pregnant or parenting,.
A youth who is an individual with a disability.
An individual who requires additional assistance to complete an educational

Foe oo

program or to secure or hold employment.
n) Pregnant, or parenting is an individual who is the parent of a child or soon to be a parent.

0) School Dropout means an individual who is no longer attending any school and who has not
received a secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent.

p) Veteran 1s an individual who served in the active military, naval or air service, and who was
discharged or released from such service under conditions other than dishonorable, which

may include National Guard or Reserve personnel.
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